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COLLEGE PLANS OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS: OCTOBER 1975

Overview. This repoil presents statistics on the post-high
school educational plans of seniors enrolled in high school in
October 1975. information is presented on college and voca-
tional school plans of seniors by such characteristics as their
sex, race, metropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence, region of
residence, family income, and the educational attainment
and occupation of their family head. The data are based on
responses of high school seniors to the Current Population
Survey conducted in October 1975 by the Bureau of the
Census. These same data have been collected on an annual
basis since 1972. Similar data were also collectpc1 in the
October 1965 and October 1959 Current Population Sur-
veys.

Post-high school plans of seniors. A higher propoi tion
1976 high school graduates will be attending collage in the
fall of 1976 than have the graduates in the past 2 years. if the
plans of these students in October of their senior year are
fulfilled (table A). Forty-nine percent of the 3.3 million
seniors who reported their intentions expressed definite plans

Table A. Plans to Attend College of Hi

(Occiudis

to attend college, compared with 44 percent in 1974 and 43
percent in _1973 (a figure not statistically different from the
1974 figure). An additional 25 percent of the 1976 seniors
indicated that they "may attend college upon completion
of their high school education.

Although about one-fourth of seniors in 1975 did not
plan to attend a regular college or university, a large portion
of this group (about 38 percent) did plan to attend a post-
secondary business, technical, trade or similar type of voca-
tional school. This group represented approximately 1 of
every j high school seniors in 1975.1

'Since pstsecondery vocational school plans veere only asked of
students who indicated that they did not plan to attend a regular
college, this figure may represent an underestimate of student interest
in vocational school attendance.

niors 4 to

not rep

Y ars Old, by

ine )

1972 to 1975

Sex of student and ye
Stnahor

rep ortihg
college plans

(thousands)

Percent of thoe reporting -

Plan to
attnr.d

college

May
attend
college

Do 'not plan to
attend college

Total
Flan or may

attend
vocational

school

BOTtl SEXES

1975............. * . ' .. '' ..
1974
1973
1972 . ' . - - . ' .

MALE

1975................ '' .. ''' ..-"
1874
1973
3.972

FEMALE

1975.. ''''' . ''' . .. . .... ........
1974
1973 .

1972

3,306
3 4061

3,346
3,242

1,686
1,650
1,710
1,670

1 620l
1,755
1,637
1,573

48.9
43.6
42.9
46.2

46.6
40.9

. 43.5
46.1

51.4
46.2
42.3
46.3

25.1
26.9
28.4
27.1

27.5
23.5
28.6
29.3

22.6
25.4
23.2
24.3

26.0
29.5
-28.7
26.6

25.9
30.7
28.0
24.0

26.0
28.4
29.4
29.2

9.8
10.3
10.9
12.0

9.5
11.2
9.6

10.2

..

10.1
9.6

12.2
13.8



Differences by sex and race of seniors. There is some evi-
dence that a somewhat higher proportion of females than
males had definite plans to attend college in 1975 (51 per-
cent and 47 percent, respectively) as was the case in 1974.
However, the proportion of men who inoicated that they
"may" attend college was slightly larger than that for
women, so that the prOportion of seniors -who were at least
considering college attendance was the same for men and
women (table A). A somewhat higher proportion of men
than women with definite college plans Wished to attend a
four-year college only, while the proportion of women who
planned to attend only a two-year college exceeded that for
men.

A smaller proportion of Black than White high school
seniors had definite plans to attend college (40 percent com-
pared with 49 percent, table W. However, the larger propor-
tion of Black than White students who indicated they "may-
attend college raised thk9roportion of Black students who
were at least considering cchlege to about three out of four, a
figure not different from that for Whites.

About 48 percent of seniors of Spanish origin indicated
definite plans to attend college and an additional 37 percent
reported they may do so. Because of sampling variability,
these figures should not necessarily be interpreted as differ-
ent from those for either White or Black students, even
though they may appear to be.

Differences by type of residence and region of seniors.
The college expectations af high school seniors living outside
metropolita areas in 1975 were lower than those of students
living within Aich areas (table C). About 52 percent of
metropolitan seniors had definite plans to attend college,
compared with about 42 percent of their nonmetropolitan
peers. However, a higher proportion of nonmetropolitan
seniors (15 percent) were considering attendance at a post-
secondary vocational school than were their metropolitan
counterparts (8 percent). Within metropolitan areas, there
was no zlifference in the proportion of seniors with definite
colline plans between residents of central cities and suburban
areas.

A higher proportion of students in the West had definite
plans to attend college (59 percent) than in any of the,other
regions. Also, a higher proportion (50 percent) of seniors in
Western States who planned on attending college expected to
attend both (or had not decided between attending) a two-
year and four-year college than in the other regions com-
bined (27 percent); this fact in part reflects the large two-
year college system in the State of California.

Differences by control of high school. Students enrolled
in private schools were more likely to plan enrollment in
college than students in public high schools. About two-
thirds (68 percen'; of the 260,000 high school seniors en-
rolled in private high schools who reported their intentions

Table B. Plans to ttend College of High School Seniors 14 to 34 Years Old, by Race end

(Excluding soniiars not reporting)

Origin; 1972 to 1975

Race of student and year

Number

rep orting

college plan
(thousands)

Percent of those _ reporting who-

Plan to
attend
college

May
attend

college

Do not plan to
attend college

Datal

Plan or may
attend

vocational
school

wilITE

1975

1974
1973
1972

BLACK
.,

1975

1974
1973

1972

EPA_N ISP ORIGIN'

1975

1974
1973

1972

20780
2,927
1 858-1
2 785

1

462
422
451

413

180

219
(NA'

140

49.4
44.6
43.2
46.4

40.5
36.0
38.6
44.6

47.8
47.9
(NA)
49.3

23,8
26.2
27.6
26.4

34.6
31.8 I

34.1
33.4

16.7

29.7
(NA)

27.9

26.7

29.2
29.3

27.1

24.7

32.2
27.5
22.5

15.6
22.4
(NA)

22.9

9,7
9.7
11.2

12.0

11.3
14.5
10.0
11.4

2.2
2.3
(NA)

10,0

NA Not available.
1Persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.



expressed definite plans to attend coHege in the future, corn-
pared with about 47 percent of students enrolled in public
high schools (table C). In addition, of those students who
expected to attend college, about 78 percent of those who
attended private leigh schools compared with 61 percent of
their counterparts at public schools wished to attend a four-
year college only. Only 12 percent of private high school
seniors were not considering the possibility of college attend-
ance in the future, compared with 27 pe.zent of students at
public schools.

Differences by family income. The tendency for family
income (for the most part parental) to play a strong role in
determining the colleee plans of high school seniors con-
tinued to persist in 1975: As family (parental) income in-
creased, so did the proportion of seniors with definite plans
to attend college. For example, about 81 percent of students
in families with income over $25,000 had definite plans to
attend college whereas only 39 percent of students in fami-
lies with income under $10,000 had such plans. Because of
this differential, students from families with income over
$25,000 represented about one out of -five students with
definite college plans, while for high school seniors as a
whole, they represented only about one of every eight stu-
dente. The vast majority (71 percent) of the seniors from a
high-family-income background who planned to attend col-
lege intended to enroll in a four-year college only, whereas
about 60 percent of studente with definite plans and family
income below $10,000 were considering enrollment in a
tweeyear college. Also, about 15 percent of students with

Table C. Plans to Attend

income under $10,000 were considering attending a post-
secondary vocational school compared with students from
families with high income j5 percent).

Differences associ ted with educational erminment of
family heed.. College aspirations of high school seniors in
1975 were positively associated with the educational attain-
ment of the heads of their respective families (table E).
Seveeity-eight percent of students who were members of
families in which the head wed a college graduate, for exam-
ple, had definite collegelSlans, whereas only 45 percent of
students whose family 'head had completed 4 years of high
school but no college, and 32 percent of those in families
whose head had not Completed any years of high school, had
like plans.

However, plane to attend college were reported.by many
students whose family head had only a moderate to small
amount of formal education. Over half (56 percent) of the
seniors who definitely planned to enroll in a college or uni-
versity were members of families in which the head had never
attended college, and 23 percent were members of families in
Mich the head had not graduated from high school.

College plans and college attendance. At this time it is not
possible to ascertain whether the 1975 high school seniors'
aspilations regarding college attendance will be fulfilled. The-
Census Bureau has, however, collected longitudinal data
relating to college plans and actual college attendance of two
previous groups of high echool students, namely those who

liege of High School Se lore 14 to 34 Years Old, by Type uf Residence, Region, and Control of
School: October 1975

(Exc ding seniors not reporting)

Type of maid ce, region,
And contre school

Number
reporting

college plan
(thousands:1)

Plan to
attend
college

TYPE OP FLESIDENCE

Netropolitan 2;322 51.8
In central. cities ,939 52.2
Outside central cltiee........ 1,383 51.5

Nonsetropolitan 984 42.3

REGION

Northeast 754 45.9
North Central 987 42.9
South' 945 50.9
Neat 621 59.1

CONTROL OF. SCHOOL

-Public high school 3,044 47

Private,high School 262 67.6

,WMP.

Percent of those reporting who---

Mmy
attend
collage

Do not plan to
attend college

Plan or may
attend

vocational
school

25.9
28.5
24.1
23.2

26.3
25.9
23.6
24.5

25.5
19.8

2T.4
19.3
24.4
34.6

27.

31.2
25.4
16.4

7.6
7.5

7.7
14.9

8.5
11.9
11.4 .

5.5 ,

27.2 10.2
12.2 5.3



'fable D. Percent Okbibution of Plant to Attend College by Family Income in Preceding 12 Months tor High School Seniors
in Primary Families: October 1975

(Excluding seniors not reporting)

Fami y income

Total
-reporting
on college

plans

Plan to
attend
college

.

May
attend
college

DO not plan to
attend college

Total

Plan or may
attend

vocational
school

PERCL ISTRIBOTION BY
FAMILY INCOmE

Total 100.0 49.9 25.0 25.1 9.6

Under $10,000 100.0 38.6 27.5 33.9 14.6

$10,000 t0 $14',09 100.0 43.1 27.7 29.2 11.1

$15,000 to $24,999 100.0 56.3 23:9 19.8 5.8

$25,000 and over 100,0 81.2 11.3 7.9 4.5

tot ported 100.0 39.2 32.0 - 28.9 9.6

PERCENT DISTRIBUT1oN
BY COLLEGE PLANS

Total, with income reported 100;0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Under $10,000 28.3 21.8 32.7 . 39.5 43.8

$10,000 to $14,999 26.7 22.6 30.5 31.5 30.8

$15,000 to $24,999 31.1 34.-4 30.7 24.9 18.8

$25,000 and over 13.3 21.1 6.2
-

4.2 6.2

E. Percent Distribution of Plans to Attend Collage of High School Seniors 14 to 34 Years Old in Primary Famill
of School Completed by the Family Heed: October 1975

(Excluding seniors not repor _g)

Years of schoOl completed
by family head

TI

Total
reporting
on college

pluns

Plan to
attend
collage

May
attend
college'

DO not plan to
attend college

Totalr

Plan or may
'attend

vocational
school

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION BY YEARS
OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Total 100,.0 49.9 25.0 25.1 9.6
Elementary: 0 to 8 years 100.0 31.6 28.9 39.7 15.3

High school: 1 to 3 years 100.0 36.9 29.7 33.3 12.0
4 years 100.0 45.3 27.5 27.3 ,10.6

College: 1 to 3 years 100,0 61.8 21.7 16.8 6.8

4 years or more.-,, 100.0 77.5 15.2 1.2 2.6

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
BY COLLEGE PLANS

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Elementary: 0 to 8 years 14.9 9.5 17.3 '23.7 23.8
High school: 1 tb 3 years -,

4 years
18.5

35.4
13.7
31.7

22.0
38.4

24.6
38.0

23.2
38.7

College: 1 to 3 years 12,0 15.0 10.5 8.1 8.6
4 years or more 19.2 30.2 11.8 5.6 5.3



%Imre seniors in October 1965 and in October 1959.7 Data
from these studies indicate that 68 percent of the high school
seniors in 1959 who planned to attend college did so in
1960, a figure not statistically different from that for the
1965 seniors who planned to attend and had done so by
February 1967 (70 percent).3 These dala do not necessarily
suggest that some of thesi students were overly optimistic
about attending college. Some for instance, may plan to
defer college entrance for a year or longer after graduation
from high school. For example, by 1971, 77 percent of the
1965 seniors with college plans had attended college.4

Although some students in both previous studies indicated
that they would not attend college, a small but significant
proportion of these seniors in both 1960 and 1965 had
actually attended college in the year following graduation. Of
all the high school seniors in 1959 who graduated, 42 percent
were attending college in 1960. For the high school seniors
of 1965, 47 percent had attended college by February 1967.
More recent data from the National Longitudinal Study of
the High School Class of 1972, an ongoing survey sponsored
by the National Center for Educational Statistics, show that
64 percent of the high school seniors interviewed in the
spring of 1972 had actually attended some kind of post-
secondary school or college by October 1973 (1% years after
graduation from high school), and about 50 percent were
currently taking courses at a college or postsecondary voca-
tional schooLs When originally interviewed as high school
seniors, 59 percent indicated they vbere planning on attend-
ing a college or vocational school in the year following their
graduation.

.L,ftlosmm.,Avarm.

= 'See the rePorts Factors Related to High School Graduation and
College Attendance: 1967, C=rFLepulation Betl, Series P-20,
No. 185; "Factors Related to Coo llew Attendance of Farm and Non-
farm High School Graduates: 1960," Farm Population, Series
CensusERS (P-27), No. 32; and "Educational Status. College Plans,
arid Occupational Status of Farm and Nonfarm Youths: October
1959," FarrriPopulation, Series CensusERS (P-27), No. 30.

Even though the figures appear similar, the data for high school
seniori in 1965 end 1959 are not strictly ctimparable due to the
nature of the question. See discussioh oa page 5 of "Collew Plans of
High School Seniors: October 1972," Current Population Reports,
Series P-20, No. 252.

'A. J. Jaffe 'and Walter Adams, 1971-72 Progress Re
_FAIfttilii_of Cross-section of 19666 High School Seniors
ond Belated Materials, Bureau of Applied Social Research, Columbia
University, July 1972, page 30.

See National Center for Educational Statistics "National
LOrigitudinal Study of the High School Class of 1972: Comparative
Profiles One and One-Half N.4ers AfteLGraduation," N.C.E.S. 76-220,
and "National Longitudinal Study of rie.High School Class of 1972:
Tabular Summary of Student Cluestionniire Data," N.C.E.S. publica-
tion No. 74.227a and 0.

ort and
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RELATED REPORTS

Data on college plans of high school seniors for 0:tober
1974, 1973 and 1972 were published in Current Population
Reports, Series P-20, Nos. 284, 270, and 252, respectively.

Statistics on school enrol!ment for October 1975 were
presented in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No.
294. Statistics on school enrollment for years prior to 1975
have been published annually in the P-20 Series of Current
Population Reports.

Data on characteristics of high school seniors by gradua-
tion status and high school graduates by college attendance
status are presented in "Factors Related to High School
Graduation and College Attendance: 1967, Current Popu-
lation Reports, Series P-20, No. 185. Data on college plans
and college attendance of high school graduates are also
presented in "Factors Related to College Attendance of
Farm and Nonfarm High School Graduates: 1960,2' Farm
Population, Series Census-ERS (P-27), No. 32; and "Educa-
tional Status, College Plans; arid Occupational Status of Farm
and Nonfarm Youths: October 1959," Farm Population,
Series Census-ERS (P-27), No. 30. Statistics on college
attendance and related factors, including type of college,
living arrangements, marital status, field of specialization,
and college rank, can be found in "Characteristics of
Students and Their Colleges: October 1966," Current Popu- ,

lation Reports, Series P-20, No. 183.

1960 and 1970 census data. Statistics on school enroll-
ment for cities, standard metropolitan statistical areas,
States, regions, and the United States appear in reports of the
decennial censuses. Detailed statistics fot 1970 on school
enrollment by age and socioeconomic characteristics .for
regions and the United States are included in Subject Reports
of the 1970 census, especially in PC(2)-5A, School Enroll-
ment_

Figures on school enrollment from the October -Current
Population Surveys differ from decennial census data for
reasons in addition to the difference in the dates. In the first
place, the survey data exclude the institutional population
and members of the Armed Forces. These two groups were
included in 'the census. Second, there were differences in
field work. The small group of Current Population Survey
enumerators were more experienced.and had more intensive
training and supervision than the large number of temporary
census enumerators and may have more often obtained more
accurate answers from respondents. Third, the census was
taken in April and relates to enrollment since February 1,
whereas the surveys were taken in October and relate to
enrollment in the current term. This difference in months of
the year affects not only the extent of school enrollment
(through -drop-outs" during the school year, etc.) but also
the level of school in which persons of a given age are
enrolled.
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Table 1. PLANS TO AnEND COLLEGE OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 14 TO 34 YEARS OLD, BY SELECTED
CHARACTERISTICS: OCTOBER 1975

Selected charNct_ P

All
high

school

01.0 tottt.na..11.ç. 410 Wend 411*0. On not DI an to attend college

Total
Two-yggr
taller-

001.

,year
ollege
only

2.0.year
and

College

Total
Tao-yoar
college
ohlY

1

1

Tn0A year
glid

four-ycar
college

al

Piga to
Attend
voca.
tional
achwal

417
ttead
Nock.
tinn*1
*Chapl

ho
aoc*.
ttOnal
echo*:
pl*n*

School
41*11*

n".
r."""

Age *Ad Sex

Total 3,431 1.617 .229 071 523 813 2.53 612 516 0412 790 133 537
14 to 16 YeNPA 359 217 13 113 51 71 18 1 51 88 20 10 52
17 yearn 2.310 1.174 153 661 341 566 160 49 357 318 119 77 322
19 to Y. year. . . . - - . - ... . - . , , . , . 731 I 225 17 70 111 143 13 10 IOU 253 49 46 161

gale 1.746 755 70 457 239 443 134 32 297 417 90 92 278
14 to 16 ye0ra 134. 89 14 58 71 29 9 1 22 4 3 14 3 27
17 yearn 1,132 547 40 351 ; 174 133 . 25 194 218 30 14 144 24
18 to Y. ye4ra 400 129 25 48 62 131 40 6 79 156 26 23 105

sale 1.685 832 153 414 364 366 119 28 210 422 92 71 251 65
14 t, 14 y..,-. 225 129 21 75 93 41 Il . 29 44 10 7 25 11
17 yp.r. 1.178 407 113 179 184 263 77 74 101 280 01 43 176 29
IA to 14 yecP1 201 96 17 '17 49 62 29 4 29 98 19 21 56 25

Hea al itoulahOld Mead

vale head . . .. - ... -- 1%91' I.M° 179 747 424 673 235 42 426 401 137 109 443 104
*ale Ft4,44t 1 440 459 62 341 204 ' 388 115 20 748 348 1.9 50 229 47
Fewal* gtudeat. . 1,379 491 117 150 210 287 87 21 178 343 68 59 217

/extol* tway 013 248 7.4 125 94 157 48 19 90 11.0 53 24 91 20
gale ntudrnt 147 127 7 66 53 77 17 12 49 09 =$ 12 49 14
remnla at03r4t .. . .... .... . ....... 134 141 58 40 79 31 7 41 79 24 12 41 7

RaCe nad SpanlAti origin

-

Both a0004 .....,...... . .. 2.08 1,174 183 774 418 1.03 226 44 393 742 142 107 474 106
ta -.. .... . . . . -. . - . .. ... ....... 1.433 677 57 400 213 301 115 22 221 146 80 50 217 541

wArii .. , . , ... 1.41 697 1=5 3775 073

nlAcit

108 22 172 370 92 57 2177 56

Poth 11,4 480; 187 11 HI 7_ 140 27 16 118 114 29 26 42
Wle 245; 70 8 14 26 97 16 10 71 67 15 12 40 10
',tale 234 118 31 45 44 43 11 6 46 47 14 13 22 0

506410 0r1810

Both **nes 189 06 . 14 20 44 46 21 2 44 28 ft

0 .......-.. .. . . . . .... . . .. 10.5 43 1. 10 29 45 IS - 27 1 3

eu 1 8 2 4, 0 18 14 22

co4tent or ittch School

3 2 17 15 3 12

019110 1.140 1.440 207 733 499; 777 245 53 479 027 141 128 51
pIcnic

,

Other aelatlyt to 0o,,.6801-t

271 177 , 15 110 I 24 52 8 8 37 32 9 3 18
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Table 1. pLANS TO ATTEND COLLEGE OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 14 TO 34 YEARS OLD, BY SELECTED
CHARACTERISTICS: OCTOBER 1975-Continued
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Table 2. PLANS TO ATTEND COLLEGE OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 14 TO 34 YEARS OLD IN PRIMARY FAMIIIES,
BY SEX OF STUDENT AND FAMILY INCOME IN PRECEDING 12 MONTHS: OCTOBF.R 1975
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PLANS TO ATTEND COLLEGE OP HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 14 TO 34 YEARS OLD IN pRIMARY FAMILIES,
BY YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY THE FAMILY HEAD: OCTOBER 1975
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Table it PLANSTO A1TEND COLLEGE OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS'14'TO 34 YEARS OLD IN pRIMARY
FAMILIES, By MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF FAMILY HEAD: ocypB.BB 1975
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Aiipendix

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Population Coverage. The data presented here are for thd
civilian nqjnstitutionai population 14 to 34 years old.

.eldietropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence. The population
residing in standard metropolitan statiitical areas (SMSA's)
constitutes the metropolitan population. Except in New
England, an SMSA__ is a county or group of contistious

. counties whichcontains at, feast one cies/ of 50,000 in-
habitants or more, or "twin cities" with a combined
poPulation of at least 50,000. In addition to the county, or
counties, containing arch a city or cities, contiguous counties
are included in an SMSA if. according to certain'criteria, they

-are essentially metropOlitan in eharacter and are socially and
economically integrated withthe central city. In New England
SMSA's consist of towns and cities': rather than'counties. The
metropolitah population in this report is based on SMSA's as
defined in the 1970 census and does not inelude any
subsequent additions or changes.

Central cities. Each SMSA must include at least one
central city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the
ctntral city or" cities. If only one central city is designated,
then it must have 50,000 inhabitants or more. The area title
may include, in addition to the largest city, up to two city
names on- the basis and in the order of the following criteria:
(1) The additional city has at least 250,000 inhabitants or (2)
the additional city has a poPulation of one-third or more of
that of the largest city and a minimum population of 25,000.

' An exception occurs where two cities have contiguous
boundaries and constitute; for economic and social purposes,
a single Community of at least 50,000, the smaller of which
must have a population of at least 15,000.

Northeast: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island, and Vermont.

North Central: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, . North eAkota, Ohio, South
Dakota, and Wisconsin.

South: Alabama, Arkansas, Delawaee, District of Colum-
bia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Mary-
land, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee,
Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia.

West: Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, California, Hawaii,
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah,
Washington, and Wyoming.

Age. The age classification is based on the age of the

Persons of Spanish origin' are persons who -reported
,

themselves ai Mexican-American, Chicano, Mexican; Meet:
cano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or
other Spanish origin. However, all persons Who reported
themselves ai Mexican-American, Chicano, Mexican, or
Mexicano were combined into the one categOr4: Mexican...
Persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.-,

Family. The tent; -family," as used here, refers to.a geeelP"
of two persons or more related by blood, marriage; or
adoption and residing together; all such persons are ton-
sidered as memberi of pne family.

Primary family. A primary family is a family
among its membere the head of a household:

Head of family. One person In each fami y residing .

together was designated is' the head. The head of a family ie '
usually the person regarded as thfehead by members of the
family.. Women are not classified 'as heads if zheir-husbends
are resident members' of thelarnily et the time of the-survey.

High school seniors. Persons were classified as h
seniors who Were enrolled in the fourth yearof a-'re
high school in October 1975..As defined in the survey; a
"regular" high school is iene_which may advance a perion
toward a high school diploma. ExiMples of schools whiCh are
not regarded as "regular" ,schools are private ,business and
trade schools, 'such as television repair schools, beautician
schools, and secre6rial schools.

College plans. Informatioh On college plans was derived
from responses of high school seniors in October 1975 to -.

questions as to whether lley planned to attend college, and
if so the type of collegEu they planned to attend (two-year,
four-year, or both). if the students' did not plan to attend
college, they were asked 'whether they planned to attend any
other type of school (seelfacsireile of questions below).-

Rs The population is divided -into three groups on the
race: White. Blck,' and 'other races." The last

category includes 'Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and any other
race except Whitt and Black.

: . plan ta anandla rorti-yozt communIfy or I .

Maybe -0 (Ask 47)
tip ... 0 ,

47. Dean.. . plon to anantl a faut-yett tonna-at university?

. 0
-JMoyba 0 F

No 0
INTERVIEWER CHECK ITEM:

a Entry of "Yes",or "Maybe- in ittin 45 or 47 0 (Ea fogioss)
e Entry-of "No" in iiirns 45 and 47 0 (Ask 44)-

. plan attend my otbsr shocl, business
collar, barbaricallart, taohnItal et nada whoa!, at ho4Ital
school of rinsing?

0 aid ettat.4
No... qj



Control of school. In this report, a public school is

defined as any educational institution operated by publicly
elected or appointed school officials and supported by publio

funds. Private schools included educational institutioni
tablished and operated by religious bodies, as well as those

which are under other private control. In cases where
enrollment was in a school or college which was both
publicly and privately controlled Or supported, enrollment !

was counted according to whether it was primarily public or /
private.

Occupation. Data on occupation are shown tor the
employed and relate to the job held during the survey week.
Persons employed at two or more jobs were reported in the
job at which they worked the greatest number of hours
during the week. The major groups used here are generally
the major groups used in the 1970 Census of Population.
The composition of these groups is shown in 1970 Census of

Population, Vol. I, Characteristics of the Population, U.S.
Summary, chapter C.

Family income. Income as defined in this report repre-
sents the combined total money income of the family before
deductions for personal taxes, Social Security, bonds, etc. It
is the algebraic sum of money wages and salaries,- net income
from self-employment, and income other than earnings

received by all family members during the 12 months prior
to the surveys. It should be noted that although the family
income statistics refer to receipts during the-previous 12

months, the characteristics of the person, such as age, marital
status, etc., and the composition of families'refer to the date

of the survey.

The detailed income tables include in the loWest income
group ;under $5,000) those who were'classified as having no
income in the previous 12 months and those reporting a loss

. in net incorne from farm end nonfarm self-employment or in

rental income._

Rounding of estimates. Individual figures are rounded to
the nearest thousand without being adjusted to group totals,
which are independently rounded. With few exceptions,
percentages are based on the unrounded absolute numbers.

SOURdE AND RELIABILITY OF THE
ESTIPIATES

SoUrce of data. Moil of the estimates contained in these
tables are based on data obtained from a supplement to the

Current Population Survey (CPS) in October 1975. Also.
7, some of the estimates are based on data obtained from

simd suppleMents to CPS ,in October 1972, 1973, and
1974. The remainder of the data is from the National

z Longitudinal Survey of the High School Class of 1972 of the

. National Center for Education Statistics.

The CPS samp e 4as mina y se e e. rom
`censUs files and is updated continuously to reflect new
-construction where possible (see section "Nonsampling Vari-

ability below). This sample is spread over 461 areas
. ,

comprising 923 counties and independent cities. These areas

*are chosen to provide coverage in each State and the District
of Colurnbia. Approximately 47,000 occupied households

are eligible for intervisw each month. Of this number, 2,000
occupied units, on the average, are visited but interviews are
not obtained because the occupants are not found at home
after repeated calls or are unavailable for some other reason.
In addition to the 47,000, there are also about 8,000 sample

units in an average month which are visited but are found to
be vacant or otherwise not to be interviewed,

The CFS deals mainly with labor force data. Questions

relating to labor force participation are asked about each

' member 14 years old or older in the household. In the recent

October supplements questions concerning educational
characteristics,.such as school enrollment, have been asked to
acquire information about all levels of education.

The estimation procedure used for,hoth the CPS data and

supplemental data involves the Ilation of the weighted

sample results to independent estimates of the civilian
noninstitutional population of the United States by age, -race,
and sex. These independent estimates were based on statistics
from the 1970 Census of Population; statistics on births,
deaths, immigration, and emigration; and statistics on the
strength- of the Armed Forces.

The National :Longitudinal Survey of the High School
Class of 1972: iS based ori a probability sample of 21,600
seniors from 1,200 randomly selected public and nonpublic
(Catholic and non-Catholic) schools. These sample schools
provide coverage in all 50 States and the District of Columbia.
A more detailed description of the desim of this survey can
be found in the National Longitudinal Study of the High
School Class of 1972 - TabUlar Summary of Student
Questionnaire Data, Volume I. This yolUrne also contains the
survey questions, tables of data from the survey, and data
relating to the reliability of estimates frorn the survey.

Reliability of the estimates. Since the estimates in these

_tables -were based on a sample, they may differ somewhat

from the figures that would have been obtained if a complete
census had beentaken using the same schedules, instructions,
and enumerators. There are two types of errors possible in an

estimate based on a sample surveysampling and. non-

-sampling. For estimates in this report, )indications of the
magnitude of sampling error are provided, but the extent of
the nonsarnpling error is unknown. Consequently, particular
care shOuld be exercised in the interpretation of figures based
on a relative,ly small numberof cases or on small differences

between estimates.

Nonsampling variability. As in any survey work, the results
are subject to errOrs of response and nonreporting in addition
to sampling variability. Nonsampling errors can be attributed
to many sources, e.g.: inability to obtain information about
all cases in the sample, definitional difficulties, differences in

the interpretation of questions, inability or unwillingness to
provide correct information on the Part of respondents,

inabititytir recal-Finfor
such as in recording or coding the data, mistakes made in

processing the data, mistakes made in'estimating values for
missing data, and failure to represent all units,- with the
sample (undercoverage). The approxiinate(rriagnitude of two
sources of undercoverage in CPS is known and is described

next.

17



Approximately 600,000 conventional new construction
units were issued building permits prior to the 1970 census
but building was not completed by the time of the census
(i.e., April 1970); these units have no representation in the
CPS simple. Conventional new constrUction,' for which
building permits Mc issued after the census, is represented.
In addition' to undercoverage of conventional new construe-
ton, CPS misses approximately 1/4 of all new mielaile homee
(i.e., 400,000 unite):These are missed because there is n
systematic samplina proeedure to provide representation of
mobile homes constructed since the 1970 census.

Sam Oleg variability. The standard errors given in the
tables are primarily,- meaeures of sampling variability, that is,
of the vaeiations that oreeur by chance because a sample
ether than the whole of .the 'population was Surveyed. As
!witted, the standard error also partially measures the

effect of,centain resPonse and enumeration errors, but it does
not measure any systematic biass in the data. The chances
are about 68 out of 100- that an estimaee from the survey
differs from a complete census figure by less than the
standard error:The chances are about 90 out of 100 that this

mince would be less than 1.6 times the :standard error,
and chances are 95 out of 100 that the difference would be

._lesthan_twice the standard error.-

All the statements of comparison appearing in the text are
significant at a 1.6 standard error level or,better, and most
are significant at a level of more than 2,0 standard errors.
This means that for most differences cited in thetext the

mated difference is greater than twice the standard error
of the difference. Statements of comparison qualified in
some way (e.g., by use of the phrase, "some evidenci",) have
a level of significance between 1.6 and 2.0 standard errors.

Note when using small estimates. Percent-distributions are
shown in the'report only when the base of the percentage is
75,000 or Teeter. Because of the large standard errors
involved, there is little chance that percentages would.reveal
useful information Men computed on a .smaller base.
Estimated totals are shoWn, however, even though the
relative standard errors of these totals are larger than those
for 'corresponding percentages. These smaller estimates are
provided primarily to permit such combinations of the
categories as serve each user's needs.

Note en comparisons with data from other surveys. Data
obteened from the Current Population Survey and other
surveys and sources are not entirely comparable, due in large
part to difference's in interviewer training and experience and
n the differing survey processes. This is an. additional

_ component of error not reflected in the standard 'error tables
therefore,- caution should be used in comparing' results
between these differene sources.

qtandard er tablesartdthairusc Insteadeofprovi
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items have -nearly equal standard errors, ch as total
population and White popuiation, one table is used to
represent them. As a result, the tables of standard errors
(along with the factors) provide an indication of the order of
magnitude of the standard errors rather than the precise
standard error for any specific item.

The figures presented in tables A-1 through A-4 provide
approximations to etandard errors of various estimates showiii
in this report. Table A-5 provides factors which must be used
to calculate standard errors for each characteristic. These
factori must be_apptied to the generalized standard errors In
order to adjust for the combined effect of the sample design
and the estimaiing.procadure on the value of the character-
istic. For example, to produce approximate standard error
for Spanish education, mUltiply .the appropriate figures in
tables A-1- or \A-3 by the factor, 1.37 from table N-5. The
determination Of the proper factor for a-perceritage.depends
upien the subject metter of the numerator of the percentage,
not the denominator. For example, if a percent referred to
the number of high school Seniors who plan to attend college
and who live in the Metropolitan areas, relative to all_high
school seniors who plan to attend cdelege, then the factor for
'type of residence would Le used.

Standard errors of estimated numbers. The approximate
standard error, ax, of an estimated number shown in Mit
report can be obtained by use of the formula

-CY e
x

In this- formula f is the appropriate factor from table A-5 and
a is the standard error for total or'White persons in table A-1
or the standard error for Black and other races persons in
table A-2.

a Al. Standard Errors otEstimated Numbers of Persense
Total, White, or SPanish Populatibh

(68 chances out of 100.
Numbers in'thousands)

Size of
estimate.

Standard
error _

50.. 10.2
,100... ** * 14.4
250 22.7
500. o 32.1'
1,000

o 63.8

individual standard error tables for each. characteristic of
interest generalized standard error tables for estimated

_numbers and estimated percentages, by race, are provided to
conserve. space. In all the standard error tables, standard
errors for intermediate values not shown. may be approxi-

,

mated by interpolation. In addition, where two 9r more

89.5

Note: For A particular chaacteristi
see table A-5 for the appropriate factor
-to apply to the above standard errors.



A-2. Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers of Persons:
Black and Other Races

(_68 chances out of 100.
Numbers n thousands)

Size of
estima e

10.

20. ......... ..
46 # 0.0 .. .... 0--r

7
) .
/ . .........
-.-40.0... * 0 0 0,0 1.***

...
_=a#1#

Motel. For a particular

Standard
error

5.3
7.5
9.1

10.6
11.8
14.4
16.7
23.5
28.6
33.0
36.7

character-
ist-Lc, see table A-5 for the appropriate
factor to apply tel the above standard
errorS.

Standard errors of estimated percentages. The reliability of
an estimated percentage, computed by using sample data for
both numerator and de'nominator, depends on both the size
of the percentage and' the size of the total upon which this
percentage is based./ Estimated perentages are relatively
more reliable than the corresponding estimates of the
numerators of the percentages, particularly if the percentages
are 50 percent or more. The approximate standard error,

a , useof an estimated percentage can be obtained by _

the formula:

a(x,p)

In this formula f is the appropriate factor from table A-5 and
0 is the standard error for total or White persOns in table A-3
or the standard error for Black and other races in table A-4:
When the numerator and denominator of the percentage are
in different 'categories, use the table and factor indicated by
the numerator.

Illustration of the use of tables of standard errors. Table C
af this report shows that in October 1975 there were
2,322,000 high school seniors whareported on their college
plans-and lived in mettopolitan areas. The factor in table A-5
for'Type of Residence, total or White, is.1.44. Thus, formula
(1) and table A-1 show the standard arriir Of an estimate of -
this size to be approxim'ately 98,001(68,300xl.44). The
chances are 68 out of 100.that the estimate would have been
a figure differing from a comPjete census figure by less than
98,000. The chances are 95 '84t of 100 that the estimate
would have been a figure differing from a complete censos
figure by less than 198,000 (twice the standard error).

Tables 1 and C also show that of the 2,322,000 high
school seniors mentioned above1-,202;000-or-51,8-percent__±
had definite plans to attend collegefThe factor in table A-5
for Type of Residence, total or White, is, again, 1.44.
hiterpolatien in table A-3 sholks tha standard error -of 51.8
percent to be 1.5 percent. Thus, the standard err& of-this
estimate is approximately 2.2 =, (1.44x1.5). Consequently,
the chances are 68 out of 100that the estimated 51.8
percent will be within 2.2 percentage points of a complete
census figure. Chances are 95 out of .100 that tha estimate
would be within 4.4 percentage Points of a cdrnplete census

the 95 percent confidence interval would be from.'
47.4 to 56.2.

Table A-3. Standard Errors for Estimated Percentages of Persons: Total White

(68 ,chances o: of 100)

Spanish Population

Base of
percent a ge

(thousands).

Estimated percentage

10 or
90

15 or
85

25 or
75

35 or
6 5

5

.....

500.--
1,000...
2'000.

4,000..........

1.7
1.4
0.9
0.6-

0.5
: 0.3

2.3
2.0
1.3
0.9
0.6
0.4

0.2 0.3

3.6

3.1
2.0
1.4
1.0
0.7

0.5

5.0

4.3
2.7
1.9
1.4
1.0

0.7

5.9 7.2 7.9
5.1 6.2 6.9
3.2 3.9 4.3
2.3 2.1 3.1
1.6 2.0 2.2
1.1 1.4 1.5
0.9 1.1 1.3
0.8 .0 1.

Note: For a particular characteristic , see table A-5 for the appropriate
factor to apply to the above standard errors.

8.3
7.2
4.5
3.2
2.3
1.6
1.3



Stenderd error of a difference. For a difference between
two sample estimates, the standard error is approximately
equal to the square root of _the sum of the squared standard
errors of the estimates; the estimates can be of numbers,
percents ratios, etc. This will represent the adual standard
error ec.curately for the difference between two
estimates of the same characteristic in two different areas, or
for the difference between Separate 'and untorrelated char-

istics- in the sams area. It_ however, there is a high
posithie correlation. between the two characteristics, the
formula will overestimate the true standard error.

Illustration of the compuution of thetiandard error of a
difference between estimited percentages. Tibias 1 and C
show that of the 984,000 high school sepiors reporting on

, college plans and living in nonmetropolitaX areas, 416,0130 or
42.3 peicent planned to attend college. The apparent
difference between 42.3 percent) for nonmetropolitan high
school teniore and 51.8 percent few metropolitan high school
seniors is 9.5 percent The standard error, a of the 51.8x'
percent is 2.2, as shown above. Table A-5 shows the ferl-tor
for Type of Residence to be 1.44. Table A-3 shows the
standard error of 42.3 percent on a base of 984,000 to be
2.3. Thui, the standard error, a ' of the estimate is 3.3

Y(1.44x2.3).

Table A44. Standard Erre

Base of
percentage
(thousands)

To get the standard error of
use the fol:owing formula:

. Therefore, the Standard -error
percent is about

the estimated differ n
a a2 + a

(x-y) x y

of the difference of

,--
This means the chances are 68 out of 100

estimated difference based on the sample eitimetai Wauld24...
vary from.' the Idifference derived using-,cornPlete.'creni4e,i'
figures by leui'then 4.0 percint.---The 68 confIdence.
interval =about the 9.5 percent difference is from 5:5 io

--i.e., 4A3. A concluslon.thit theeverege estirrieite Cf't,
difference derived from ill- passible samples of-the sametiti

,

and
_

'design lies within a range cornputedoin thii way woUld
correct for_roughly 68 percent_of all possibie samPles-The9,5,M
percent confidence inter'verisr 1.5 to 17.5. Thus,"weáh
condude with .95 pertent- confidence that there
significent difference: betneen the percentage 1ôYIiitro
paten and nonmetropolitan high school seniors regarding
their plans to attend college.

or Estimated Percentages of Persons: Bleck Id Other Races

(68 chances out. of 100)

Estimated percentage

or
99

2 bit
98

5 or
95

10 or
90

25 or
85 75

35 or
65

50

75.....
100..... . _

-125... . . ....-
.150
175......... .
200.. . ..,
250...
300
400

0 0 *

1.9
1.7
1.5
1.4
1.3
1.2
1.1
1.0
0.8
0.7

2.7
2.3
2.1
1 . 9
1 . 8
1.7

4.2
'

.313 3.0
2.8
2 . 6

1.5 2.3
1.4 2.1
1.2 1.8
1.0 1.6

Note: For a particular characteristic, see table A-5
factor to apply to the above standard errors.

5.8
5.0
4.5
4.1
3.8
3.5
3.2
2.9
2.5
2.2

6.9

5.3
4.9
4.5
4.2
3.8
3.4
3.0
2.7

8
7.2-
6.5
5.9-
5.5
5;1
4.6
4.2.

'3;6-
3.2.

9.1
8*0-:
7.-1
6.5
6*p
5.6

4.6
4.0
3,6

9.6
8.4
7.5
6.8
6.3

5-3 -
4.8
4.2
3.7

the aPpropria
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Table A-5. " Factors to be Applied toablas A-1 through A-4 to Approximate Standard Errors

,Type o characteristIc

Values of f for--

Total, White or Spanish
(rable A-1. or. k.1

Black and 0 her
(rable.A-2 or A-4)

Region or type of residence(Table
C and 1)

'Family income of students ;(Tabies D
:and _

Education of Spanish (rahles B
and1) . . ... ........... ---- - ---

Education (for all other CPS '
numbers in these tables)

1.44

1.22

1.37

1.00

(X)

x)

00

X got applicable.

2 1


